MEDICAL NEWS.
POPULAR PREJUDICE AGAINST VACCINATION.
We extract from the Registrar-General's second Quarterly Return for 1850, the following remarks upon this important subject :? M Although vaccination is actively promoted by the Poor Law Board, is now performed at the public expense, and affords almost complete immunity from small-pox, it is still neglected to a great extent by the ignorant classes of society. According to an ancient and popular theory, the disease is the elaboration of some morbid principle from the system; which can only be delivered in this way from its influence. The objections to vaccination, grounded upon the theory are, however, now deprived of all their force by the able and satisfactory investigations of Mr Ceeley of Aylesbury. Mr Ceeley has proved beyond doubt that small-pox and cow-pox are essentially the same disease. He introduced the matter of small-pox taken from man, into the cow, and produced pustules, which supplied lymph, and in children raised pustules possessing the properties of cow-pox, and which have served since for all the purposes of vaccination. Cow-pox The object of this paper is to illustrate a peculiar property of the albumen of the eggs of birds, a property which seems to have its purpose in preserving them from the injurious effects of very low temperatures.
Mr Hunter observed that a fresh egg will resist freezing longer than one which has been previously frozen and thawed ; and he referred this fact to the " vital power" of the egg in the first case, and the destruction of that power by freezing in the second. The author's experiments confirm those of Mr Hunter, and prove, also, that when fresh eggs are exposed to very low temperatures, and also in the case of eggs which are decayed, or putrid, or the contents of which have been much altered by mechanical force or by electricity, a shorter time is sufficient for the freezing of such eggs than is necessary for the freezing of those which are uninjured.
An examination of the rates at which heat was lost by the several eggs exposed to temperatures varying from zero to 10? Fahr., showed that fresh eggs, though they resist freezing longer than any others, yet lose heat more quickly, and that their resistance to freezing is due to the peculiar property of their albumen, the temperature of which may be reduced to 16 [We regret to announce that another fatal case of hydrophobia has recently occurred in our own neighbourhood, in the practice of Dr James Struthers. The case was communicated to the Medico-Chirurgical Society, and will appear in this Journal.] Poisoning.?A return has been printed by order of the House of Commons,
